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•} It was a charming, old-fashioned country scene:
.the rambling white clapboard house, its porch
leaning shghtly^undertheweight of wisteria vines: the
huge, dark barn, sagging, framed in brilliant autumn
lohage; a black cat posing on a weathered fencepostt
a timeworn hand purrip close to the back door.

Inside,, the crackling fire in the old Crawford
woodstove quickly eliminated the shivers of a nippy
October afternoon, A kitten, purring contentedly,
curled itself on a braided mat in a nearby chair Over
the kitchen table with its red and white tablecloth
hung an antique oil lamp, its glass shade edged with
teardrop prisms. Wood/from a huge spruce "that
went down m a storm a few yearsback," was stacked
neatly on the wide .floorboardsand heavy beams
hjed the: ceiling In this house which dates back to

The second oldest house on High St. in Duxbury it
i?, £ h?me °/ Nan(?X G!ass and her brother, John
Macfarlane. Nancy and her family moved to the
hou^ftjjmXondon,^Ontario, in 1918, on Nancy's
'4th>birthday; 63'Vyears later, the house is full of
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Nancy Glass

cleared'Iaridinexttp the house to generate electricity.
The windmills *dryesteryear, are coming; back into
vogue as/, modern-day energy alternative, a'nd Nan
cy Glass is thinking about the future.

Her idea for the windmill has been brewing for
quite a while. Several years ago as oil prices climbed
higher and higher, Nancy saw an ad in the paper for a
heat pump, which could heat a house T there were a

good water supply. The company came to the proper
ty and drilled 2 wells about 200 yards from the house

which, together, can pr6duce-;15 gallons :pf water a.
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furnace, which can stillIx^usedfas■■.a> back-up, heat
source, was ihe new heat pump. It punips water from
the 2 wells, heats it electrically, sends the heat
through the heating ducts and the water into the old
well, over which stands the picturesque hand pump.
But the wells are far from the house and with rising
electricity costs, she began to think of generating her
own electricity by wind power.

She wrote to several companies for information on
windmills and last January wrote to Don Kent,
WBZ's weatherman, asking him for a recommen
dation. He sent his son down to talk to Nancy and in
July he arrived himself to survey the property, "a
perfect.site," he said for the windmill he recommen- i
ded,*- afi Aerolite. Don Kent tried to get a permit-fot$
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bad news, junk mail and love letters. The West Dux-
bury post office no longer exisits, but it is part of

office one day Duxbury's history and a warm memory to all it ser-
—'--i- — • • ved.

The day. after the post office was closed, Nancy
was transferred to a Pembroke post office. In 1960
she married John Glass and retired - but only from -
the postal position. She converted the front room
parlor into a real estate office and kept herself busy.
Mr. Glass died in 1972.

* • *

The kettle hissed on the stove - it was time for tea.
Nancy had reminisced about her past adventures and
talked eagerly about the future. There is a stake stick
ing out of the ground beyond the garden where the
cornstalks hang yellowed and dried. It is the propos
ed spot for what Nancy hopes will be her next adven
ture. The question is hanging in the air and the

answer is blowing in the wind.

On every side we hear about saving energy, ine- ■,
kitchen stove and the parlor stoye: reappear Th?/
houses. Wood and coal replace gas and electricity£&?*
Will windmills return to the landscape? . "'.
Do you remember when windmills clatteredI and >

squeaked all over Duxbury? It was a long time ago,
but I remember it as a child. Many houses had their
own windmill, and woe betide a windless Monday. .,
No washing was done. - •

The Persians had the- first windmills. Their
machines were built by attaching-sails to center posts
to be whirled around horizontally by wind from any
direction like hotses on a carousel.
• In^nothern Europe, millwrights obtained qiore
power from the wind than Persians had. Those sails

: rose and fell, but had to.be kept facing the direction
from.Y?hich the wind came and.had tpbe furled when
/.■fhS^wind became ferocious. This was-managed by
revolving whole millhouses oh posts. Thes>t were
colled oost mills.

boot. At Christmas there was a great flurry and
much exdtementm; the UWg post office ~«'Our
busiest season. ^e-.had lots^ of newspapers too"'
said Nfiftcy, ,."tne Post, : the> Globe? the Record
American, and then, of course, the Sears Catalogs
came through themail.'-PenSy postcards and 2- S

SlS^6 *$** thCri "™d fOrSaltrS,^
fancy's post offii. was closed in 1958. There were

many requests from the stamp.:collectors for last-day
postmarks, rubber-stampedibyNarcy. She sold the
^racks to a man who: "pr|&ed them up aS usSd



Smock mills were developed long ago when only
the caps had to be turned to redirect the sail when the
wind veered. Smock mills could be taller and plainer
than post mills. Some have been well preserved on
America's eastern seabord. '

Rotors with many more blades than European
windmills were invented in the United States in the
1860s. Factories in the midwestern states built and
sold millions of these "pinwheels on stilts" until
about Half a century ago. It was these windmills that
were used in Duxbury.

Dutch windmills were synonymous with Holland.
There is one at the Heritage Plantation in Sandwich
and another in Newport, R.I. The first windmill in
Massachusetts ground com for housewives between
Watertown and Harvard College.

Until energy shortages began to frighten
Americans, many had belittled windmills as too
primitive. Now the government and private com
panies have invited huge sums in nuclear plants. At
Princeton University a new kind of wind wheel began
to generate electricity in 1970.

It may be that the windmill will be as helpful as it
was in Holland in the 16th century and on our Great

Plains in the 19th. Windmills may be used again to
save energy - to turn millstones, pump water and
generate electricity.

The Carl Roths of Plymouth have a windmill that
generates their electricity and pays two-thirds of their
electric bill. Shall we see windmills in Duxbury

the same today.
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Friends, relatives andneighbors watch the process with Nancy, far right. -

Windmill being '
erected in Nancy Glass's

yard. ' .

Windy Mac

Windy Mac, the windmill,
. Is steady on her course,
She rides the sky triumphantly
To reduce her cost.

We do not know, we cannot tell
How strong the wind will blow,

_. . _ . ; AsDame Mother Nature
Photos by Dem Johnson, * Decides the way to 'go.

But we doicnow and we can tell ,
As her graceful blades revolve, ' , I-

Her power will enter in, - "!
And our energy bills resolve. ,- !

Energy, clean and prosperous, ".
To gladden every day,

What better way to salute the world
On this Valentine's Day: I

—Nancy Class
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